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Executive Summary  

Bicycling and walking activity is occurring throughout the City of Glendale, CA, according to counts performed by 85 

volunteers at 24 locations in September 2009.  

The counts, along with this summary, are part of Glendale Safe and Healthy Streets, a partnership between the City 

of Glendale and the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC), funded by the PLACE (Policies for Livable and 

Active Communities and Environments) Program. The PLACE Program provides grant funding for communities to 

encourage walking and bicycling as part of everyday activities, aiming to create healthier lifestyles. These September 

2009 counts serve as a baseline for comparison to future counts for evaluation of infrastructure and program 

improvements in Glendale.  With funding from the PLACE Program, Glendale Safe and Healthy Streets will conduct 

another count in September 2010, compare the 2009 and 2010 data, and will encourage the City of Glendale to 

continue with annual counts starting in September 2011. Count methodology largely draws on the National Bicycle & 

Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPD), which aims to establish consistent national bicycle and pedestrian count 

and survey methodologies, to generate a national database of bicycle and pedestrian count information.  

Locations in Glendale with the highest volumes of combined bicyclist and pedestrian activity were (1) Brand 

Boulevard & Broadway, (2) Ocean View Boulevard & Honolulu Avenue, (3) Glendale Avenue & Wilson Avenue, and 

(4) Los Feliz Road & San Fernando Road. The highest volume of bicyclists for all count periods was recorded at 

Flower Street & Sonora Avenue and the highest volume of pedestrians for all count periods was recorded at Brand 

Boulevard & Broadway. Observations regarding bicycling behavior on weekdays noted room for improvement for 

helmet-use and sidewalk riding.  Comparisons to weekday numbers revealed that overall, walking decreased and 

bicycling increased on weekends.  Supplemental data from early morning weekend counts suggested a large 

recreational bicycling community, already proficient in safe riding behavior.   
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1.  2009 Bicycle and Pedestrian Count Objectives  

The primary objective of the 2009 Glendale Bicycle and Pedestrian Count is to establish baseline data.  As the city 

works to encourage healthy lifestyles that incorporate walking and bicycling into everyday activity, future counts will 

reference this data to evaluate the effectiveness of improvements and programs.  Detailed information regarding 

bicycling behavior and demographics can also provide insight when tailoring programs to the needs of the 

population. Additionally, these counts contribute to the National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation  

Project (NBPD - http://bikepeddocumentation.org), an ongoing effort to record bicycling and walking activities 

throughout the country.  

2.  Summary of Methodology  

The Glendale Count methodology was based on the NBPD methodology, which was informed by the Institute of 

Transportation Engineers, other transportation professionals, and best practices nationwide.  The core of the NBPD 

methodology is: 

1. Consistent count days and times; 

2. Consistent count methods and materials; 

3. Centralized data collection and analysis; and 

4. Open access to all research professionals and public agencies. 

 
This methodology was further customized for the City of Glendale and the LACBC, as described in the following 

sections. 

2.1.  Number of Count Locations  

The City of Glendale and the LACBC decided to use Alta Planning criteria that a minimum of one count location 

per 15,000 residents provides an adequate balance between obtaining representative counts and budgetary limitations. 

For the City of Glendale, with a 2000 census population of 194,973 people, this equated to a minimum of 13 count 

locations. Preferring to go beyond the minimum, additional locations were chosen and assigned priority to ensure 

citywide coverage. The final number of count locations was determined by the total number of volunteers that were 

recruited. Volunteers collected data for the three main count periods at a total of 24 locations. Supplemental early 

weekend morning count data from five of the 24 locations further helped to identify other trends. 

2.2.  Count Location Criteria  

Selection of count and survey locations followed from the criteria developed by the NBPD data collection and 

analysis program.  This criteria included: 

1. Pedestrian and bicycle activity areas or corridors (downtowns, near schools, parks, etc); 
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2. Locations near proposed major bicycle/pedestrian improvements, particularly the PLACE Grant 

Physical Project corridor proposed on Riverside Drive and Maple Street; 

3. Representative locations in the urbanized area; 

4. Key corridors that can be used to gauge the impacts of future improvements; and 

5. Locations where bicyclist and pedestrian collision numbers are high. 

 

Table 1 provides a list of Glendale Count Locations. The map on the following page illustrates the geographical 

distribution of these count locations throughout the city. 

Table  1  

Glendale Count  Locations  

 
Location 

Number 
Intersection 

1 Foothill Boulevard & Pennsylvania Avenue 

2 Honolulu Avenue & La Crescenta Avenue 

3 Ocean View Boulevard & Honolulu Avenue 

4 Ocean View Boulevard & Broadview Drive 

5 Honolulu Avenue & Verdugo Road 

6 Cañada Blvd & Verdugo Road 

7 Glenoaks Boulevard & Chevy Chase Drive 

8 Mountain Street & Verdugo Road 

9 Glenoaks Boulevard & Louise Street 

10 Central Avenue & Stocker Street 

11 Concord Street & Doran Street 

12 Louise Street & Wilson Avenue 

13 Brand Boulevard & Broadway 

14 Glendale Avenue & Wilson Avenue 

15 California Avenue & Jackson Street 

16 Riverdale Drive & Columbus Avenue 

17 Los Feliz Road & San Fernando Road 

18 Brand Boulevard & Chevy Chase Drive 

19 Chevy Chase Drive & Maple Street 

20 Colorado Street & Lincoln Avenue 

21 Glendale Avenue & Maple Street 

22 Kenneth Road & Sonora Avenue 

23 Flower Street & Sonora Avenue 

24 Glenoaks Boulevard & Grandview Avenue 
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